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“Japanese people are so rude!” I never expected to hear anyone say those words, but that’s
exactly what an American woman I met in Hawaii said to me aonce. What could she be
talking about, I wondered? Most people admire Japanese people for being polite. Then I heard

her story.

“It happens every time I get on an elevator here,” she said. “The elevator is already full
and then a group of Japanese will literally push their way in until everyone is squeezed
together. It’s so rude!”

Ah-ha. Then I understood. This woman had never been to Japan and didn’t realize that

squeezing into a train or elevator is the norm (vhere, even a necessity, at least in the big city.

And the Japanese tourists didn’t realize that for Americans this kind of squeezing is rude
because it m)violates an American’s (yes, Hawaii is America!) sense of personal space. So
who’s really at fault in this kind of situation? I would say no one and everyone.

No one, because the Japanese tourists were just doing what they always do at home, and
the American woman was just reacting according to the customs she grew up with. Nobody
was being rude (on purpose. It was simply a cultural misunderstanding. But everyone was at
fault in a way too. When visiting a foreign country, we're expected to watch what other people
do and try to fit in —— the old “when in Rome, do as the Romans do” idea. But at the same
time, we can’t expect foreign visitors to do everything the way we do. A little tolerance may be

necessary.
Gl

When feelings rather than actions are involved, it gets more complicated. A recent topic on
an Internet discussion board was “rude students” in Japan. @)Apparently, a lot of English
teachers have students who comment on their weight, the size or shape of their nose, breasts,
or face, and some were even told they look older than their age. After a number of people, not
only teachers, wrote in, there seemed to be a conclusion: Talking about a person’s appearance
1s culturally more acceptable in Japan than in the West. Now, I don’t know if this is an
accurate conclusion or not, but the discussion did make one thing clear. A lot of *Westerners
feel uncomfortable when the topic of conversation is their appearance, even if what’s being
said is meant as a joke or even a compliment. Of course, most people like to be told they look
nice, but when the comment gets more personal and specific, especially about age, weight, or

body parts, it seems to cross the line into “rudeness” for a lot of Westerners.

*Westerner : FELEAN
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(a) once at the same time
without any delay

at some time in the past

® 006

sometimes but not often
(b) violate act against something
break the national law

forbid someone to enter

® 006

refuse to do something
(c) on purpose by chance or by mistake
in a way that is intended

forced to do something by others

® 006

not knowing what they are doing
(d) apparently without any doubt
by the first impression

look real but 1t is in fact a fake

® 0o

may be true although it is not certain
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In ( ), no one may be wrong, and everyone may be wrong.

International relations
a train or elevator

a cultural conflict

® 00 e

the home country
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A satellite is a moon, planet or machine that orbits a planet or star. For ( 1 ), Earthisa
satellite because it orbits the sun. Likewise, the moon is a satellite because it orbits Earth.
Usually, the word “satellite” ( 2 ) to a machine that is launched into space and moves
around Earth or another body in space.

Earth and the moon are examples of ( 3 ) satellites. Thousands of artificial, or
man-made, satellites orbit Earth. Some take pictures of the planet that help *meteorologists
(4 ) weather and track hurricanes. Some take pictures of other planets, the sun, black
holes, dark matter or faraway galaxies. These pictures help scientists better understand the
solar ( 5 ) and universe.

Still other satellites are used mainly for communications, ( 6 ) as *beaming TV signals
and phone calls around the world. A group of more than 20 satellites ( 7 ) up the Global
Positioning System, or GPS. If you have a GPS receiver, these satellites can help ( 8 ) out

your exact location.

*meteorologists : /G FH  beam : FEET D

FEfE] @ figure @ make ® natural @ system
® example ©® predict @ such refers
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(1) A. We will arrive at Tokyo at nine.

B. Wewill( 1 ) Tokyo at nine.

D get @ leave @ come @ reach
(20 A. TIalways laugh when I read the book.

B. Icannot( 2 )laughing when I read the book.

@ help @ stop @ never @ but
(830 A. She was so tired that she couldn’t walk anymore.

B. Shewas( 3 ) tired to walk anymore.

@ very @ much @ too @ enough
(4) A. Heis proud of his daughter.

B. He takes pride ( 4 ) his daughter.

@ at ® in ® on @ to
(5) A. It was a shame that I couldn’t see her.

B. I( 5 )Icouldhave seen her.

O want @ need @ hope @ wish
(6) A. Shall we go shopping today?

B. ( 6 )don’t we go shopping today?

@O How @ Why @ What @ Whether
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(1) ZOERIFAEZLNLERINTND,
The professor [ D looked @ by @ up @ is & to] her students.

(2) EEEREIZEROIL S DITENEE S,
I think [ @ important @ is @ nothing @ more (& than ] health.

(3) MADEOIZE DRV,
Youl @ not @ better @ ill @ had & speak] of others.

(4) FATZ o W LNF X —ZHNTNDDOERMVT,
I[ O guitar @ heard @ the @ playing & her]just now.

(B) ZNHIFENRTDOAREEL DI Tz 7E,
These are [ © which @ wrote @ pens @ I (& with ] the book.

6) FFFERIZ U TRICE T2,
Itwas[ @ that @ until @& I @ not & yesterday ] rode a horse.






