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Santa Claus is someone who will remain in the hearts of children forever. He is the *make-
believe person who brings toys and other gifts to children at Christmas. To *grown-ups, he is
a special symbol of good (@)will and *selfless giving.

Santa Claus also has some other names, like Saint Nicholas, Kris Kringle and Pelznickel.

The Santa Claus we talk about in the United States flies from his home at the North Pole
on Christmas Eve to bring toys and gifts to children. The happy, white-bearded man is dressed
in red. He usually flies on a *sleigh led by his reindeer. Santa enters each home through the
chimney and fills children’s stockings with toys and gifts.

This modern image of Santa Claus largely comes from Clement Clark Moore’s famous poem,
A Visit from St. Nicholas.

(11)

Santa Claus is believed to have ) come from the story of St. Nicholas. He was a 4th-century
*clergy in the *Mediterranean port city of Myra, part of modern-day Turkey. It is said that St.
Nicholas gave away all his wealth to help the poor and the sick. * History.com says St. Nicholas
became known as the protector of children and sailors. It adds that he was the most popular
saint in Europe.

In the 18th century, *Dutch immigrants (brought the story of Saint Nikolaas and the
tradition of gift-giving to New York City. The Dutch said his name very quickly. It sounded
like “Sinterklaas.” When English speakers said xthis word, it sounded like Santa Claus.

German immigrants working as farmers in the American state of Pennsylvania also knew
of Saint Nikolaas. But they called him Pelznickel. (vy/This word came from “pelz,” meaning fur
in German, and “nickel” for Nicholas. Saint Nikolaas became a man dressed in fur who came
once a year with gifts for good children.

Pelznickel became part of a celebration honoring the Christkindl, as the Germans called
the child of Christ. After g)some time, Christkindl became “Kris Kringle.” That is another
name you will hear for Santa Claus.

A Santa-liked figure is known as Father Christmas in Britain and Pére Noél in France. In
Scandinavia, an *elf named Jultomten was thought to deliver gifts in a sleigh drawn by goats.
In Italy, a woman called La Befana rides a broomstick down the chimneys of homes to bring

toys for lucky children.

*make-believe : Z2Z5  grown-up : KA selfless : TEFLD sleigh : =V
clergy : B2J5E Mediterranean : HiH R =D

History.com : 7 A U 7 OELFAA OAG 4L (DA F)
Dutch : =7 &% D elf : IKHE
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(a) will

(b) come from

(c) bring

(d) some time

a strong resolution
feelings toward others

do something in the future

® 006

want to do something gladly

be born and raised
arrive from far away

use the same expressions

® 006

originate from something

introduce a custom or a new idea
carry something to another place

give something valuable to people

® 006

make people want to do something

once in a while
a period of time

a certain point in the past

® 0o

a certain point in the future
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BEION YA
X) @ Sinterklaas
@ Santa Claus
® Saint Nikolaas
@ Pelznickel
) Sinterklaas

® oo

Santa Claus
Saint Nikolaas
Pelznickel
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Hundreds of years ago, the culture ( ) made Santa Claus in the United States.

prized by sailors
which a poet promoted

related to immigrants

® 00 e

created by local people
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Vietnam and neighboring China ( 1 ) ten of the *zodiac calendar’s twelve signs — the
rat, tiger, dragon, snake, horse, goat, monkey, rooster, dog and pig. But the Vietnamese ( 2 )
the cat instead of the rabbit, and the buffalo instead of the ox.

There are a host of theories to explain ( 3 ) the Vietnamese *opted for the cat. Nguyen
Hieu Tin, an ( 4 ) on traditional Vietnamese culture, said the answer may lie in the rice
fields prized by farmers.

“Rice is a ( 5 ) part of Vietnam’s agriculture, but with the threat of many rats in the
fields, the cats that hunt them are a popular animal for the Vietnamese,” he told *AFP.

“Another explanation is that the Vietnamese don’t want to observe two years with a
(6 ) animal. They see the mouse and the rabbit as being closely linked,” Tin said.

There is also a theory the Vietnamese made their ( 7 ) interpretation of the Chinese
word for rabbit, “mao.” In Vietnamese, this sounds like “meo,” which means cat.

The Year of the Catis ( 8 ) to bring good luck and smooth sailing in Vietnam.

*zodiaccalendar : ZZ Tl [+ O Z & &7 opt : 5 AFP : 75 Z@(E4t
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(1)  A. This is the most impressive movie I've ever seen.
B. Thave( 1 )seen such animpressive movie.
D before ® ever @ never @ best

(20 A. He thought of a good idea to solve the problem.
B. Hecameup ( 2 ) agood idea to solve the problem.

@ for @ with @ to @ on
(3 A. You don’t have to answer all the questions.
B. You( 3 ) notanswer all the questions.
@ must @ should @ can @ need
(4)  A. There were only five guests at the hotel.
B. There wereno ( 4 ) than five guests at the hotel.
@D less @ fewer @ much @ more
(5)  A. T've already decided to study abroad.
B. TI'vealready ( 5 ) up my mind to study abroad.
D caught @ given @ made @ taken
(6) A. My mother said to me, “What is the cat doing now?”

B. My mother ( 6 ) me what the cat was doing then.

@ asked ® told @ talked @ let
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(1) KREOEWTHE LTV — M T eho Tz,
The heavy snow [ @D going @ from @ them @ kept & to] the concert.

(2) BEOBMTENDNE I DFEC D DI BIRN,
Nobody knows [ @ will @ whether @ sell @ his (& paintings ] or not.

(3) HLITHUNC HIFPEE TRUCAT Z > T T,
She [ @ enough @ accompany @ was @ kind & to] me to the hospital.

@) & LHRIBRDNIIG 7 DRI E S VET D,
What would you say [ © her @ were © if @ to & youlin my position?

(BG) ABRFESICHELHL S & Lo L ZEFELB ST,
Iwas[ D to @ the @ classroom @ leave (& about] when my phone rang.

6) FIZOLREETED LI, 1T E D LFEL TV T ET
Would you speak [ D clearly @ can @ that @ we & so] understand you?






