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Central Area of Hamamatsu Castle After Abandonment and lllustration of Enshu Hamamatsu Castle-the Castle Town
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In 1600, TOKUGAWA leyasu emerged victorious in the battle of Sekigahara against

TOYOTOMI clan loyalists, and installed TOKUGAWA house vassals at important

locations along the Tokaido road, including Hamamatsu Castle. As a base for

governing the local area, Hamamatsu Castle’s existing buildings were renovated and repaired with the third bailey being expanded.

Old records and illustrations show what Hamamatsu Castle looked like in the Edo period. As the illustrations do not show the castle tower and the watchtowers in the castle tower bailey,
they are thought to have been demolished in the early Edo period. The castle tower bailey was only surrounded by an earthen wall with only the front (Tenshumon) and back (Uzumimon)
gates still standing.

The front gate was maintained throughout the Edo period at the highest point in the area as the watchtower gate.

There were several structures in the main bailey such as the Kuroganemon which acted as the front gate, the Tamon watchtower to the north, the Hishi watchtower in the southeast comer,
and the Fujimi watchtower located in the norther side of the bailey.

Between 1872 and 1873, the buildings and land belonging to Hamamatsu Castle were sold and all of the buildings were lost during this period.
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