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Comprehensive communication system of epilepsy care in the western medical service area of

Shizuoka -Introduction of the Epi-passport-

A Fujimoto, H. Enoki, T.Okanishi, T.Yokota, T.Yamazoe, K.Sato, T.Yamamoto, T.Takeuchi,

C. Ishioka, K. Nagura, M.Uchida

Seirei Hamamatsu General Hospital, Comprehensive Epilepsy Center

Summary

Some obstacles exist to the establishment of a comprehensive communication system between

patient, primary-care physician, and epilepsy specialist (Epi-Net) in current Japanese epilepsy care.

To build this system in the western medical service area of Shizuoka, we introduced the Epilepsy

Passport (Epi-passport) in December 2014. This tool allows the patient’s medical information about

freedom from seizures and current medications to be shared among the patient, primary-care

physician and epilepsy specialists such as our clinic. We have already issued 87 Epi-passports.

Among them, 86 patients have been smoothly referred to their primary-care physicians. Only one

patient has persisted in continuing to see an epilepsy specialist. Introduction of this Epi-passport has

allowed us to start to build an Epi-Net in the western medical service area of Shizuoka.

Keywords: epilepsy; Epi-Passport; patient-physician-specialist; epilepsy follow-up network system;

comprehensive communication system in epilepsy care
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Figure legends
Fig. 1 The “Epi-passport”
This is the Epi-passport. For ease of understanding, we have designed it to be similar to the Japanese
board game “Sugoroku”. Each step has check boxes for with-seizure/without-seizure and medication

changes.
Fig. 2 Patient-primary physician-epilepsy specialist relationship

To establish a good communication system between the patient, primary-care physician, and

epilepsy specialist, comprehensive communication has been requested.
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