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EDITORS' NOTES<

by Daniel Huynh

HELLO EVERYONE! WELCOME TO THE NOVEMBER EDITION OF HAMAWAVE.

The trees have turned a beautiful red,
haven’t they? Have you had any autumnal
foods yet? Recently, my friend and I were
talking about seasonal changes that we
noticed. We talked about how the
Halloween decorations were taken down
before Halloween day, how the Christmas
decorations and adverts are already up in
November, and how the food in
supermarkets and restaurant have changed.
The first two things also happen in the UK
but we realised that we don’t know much
about seasonal foods back home.

Most changes in produce back home are
related to the main holidays. For example,
the shops would sell more pumpkins
around Halloween or turkeys around
Christmas, but this is also done in Japan.
The UK should also have seasonal foods but
it just isn’t common knowledge like it is
here. In fact, in just 2 years and a few
months of being here, my friend and I are
more knowledgable about Japanese
seasonal food than British ones.

This year I tried many famous seasonal
products. Last month I had chestnut rice
(kuri gohan) and recently I had maitake
mushroom and crown daisy (shungiku -
edible chrysanthemum) for the first time
too. The maitake was delicious but what
surprised me was the shungiku. I had it fried
with a pinch of salt. It was much better than
I imagined and it made me interested in
other seasonal foods as well. What would
you recommend to eat during autumn?
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JLPT
SEASON

! /g Japanese Language

Proficiency Test

By Daniel Huynh

Left | Gogaku, meaning "to pass an exam".

Talking about the seasons, this time of year is also  Efiy (V3. COEHIFZ < OABEAHH
when many foreigners in Japan are in the middle of kB4 HRER (JLPT) D #fex L TL\BE
preparing for the Japanese Language Proficiency HTHHD T, CORBITIERTEES Y
Test (JLPT for short). This test is organised by the AR S T ERANTETEIEDOT. B

Japan Foundation and the Japan Educational _ M.
Exchanges and Services. It is held twice a year DTREZD12R 1o FAERBINET

during July in summer and December in winter.

CORBIE, ERTBLEETEEIAN
It is the most well-known and widely accepted test SN TWSHAEDHIRT T, O H
for Japanese ability in the world. When 1 first ZAFE% fh58 LIRoD A, MRITARICITSHI
started studying Japanese with my uncle, he |, FtEICHELABAAEGEHEHREBGZZIT3 L
recommended me to take it before going to Japan 5 |- T< N E Lo AZIFEDEICC

as it would be needed to find a job. I decided to DREBEZ(TZ - &RDH. NIREO A
take the test in my first year of university, and B E LT
A o

began studying for the N3 level.



The JLPT has 5 different levels from N5 to N1.
N5 is the lowest level and is designed for
beginners in the language. Students are
tested on hiragana, katakana, and basic
vocabulary and grammar. N4 is when basic
kanji are introduced. It continues to test the
vocabulary and grammar of the student. N3
and N2 are when the student moves into
intermediate « advanced level territory.
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In the past there used to be just 4 levels, N4
to N1, but the test organisers felt that the old
N2 had too much material and varied too
much in difficulty so they split it into N3 and
N2. The N2 level today is seen as the
minimum level of proficiency needed to work
in a Japanese environment. This is the level of
qualification that Le Vi and I currently hold.
The N1is the highest level and tests advanced
Japanese. It is said to be the same level of
Japanese used in high schools. Le Vi and I will
be taking the N1 exam next month.
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Each level structures its test differently. The
N1 has a 110-minutes language knowledge
test which tests a student’s kanji, vocabulary,
grammar and reading comprehension. There
is also a one-hour listening section. The JLPT
does not test speaking or writing ability
which I think is a shame.
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Here are some examples of questions from the N1
test.
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There is a plethora of books and resources out

there which are available to students studying for

the JLPT so it can be confusing to know which ones B*"
are the best match for you. For books, I personally

like the Shinkanzen Master series for their

explanations on the structure of the test and well S
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Other than books, I also like to make use of the i Lo il
internet for different resources and mock tests. On Sireemed et 10a ireemel 2 eryacd i g
Youtube, there is a channel called “Nihongo no
Mori” which covers materials from N5 to N1. The
explanations of vocabulary and grammar are
excellent so I think it is great for people who are
studying by themselves and can’'t go to an official
class. However, this doesn’t replace the need for a
teacher. The disadvantages of these methods is if
you have a question you have no teacher to ask for
answers. In Japan, there are many good Japanese
language classes and most aim to pass the JLPT as
well so foreigners who want to take the JLPT
should go to such classes if they can.
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Top: Screenshot of the Nihongo no Mori Youtube Channel
Bottom: Stack of books from the ShinKanzen Master series

BERRIC IS
TL&D?




INTRODUCING THE
ASSISTANT LANGUAGE
TEACHERS (ALTS) LIVING
AND WORKING IN
HAMAMATSU.

EMICEFATWVWARRED L
£ (ALT) #8BN L £9 !

ALTs of

Hamamatsu

INTERVIEW BY PHAM LE VI

Hometown ° #58

New Westminster, British Columbia, Canada.
ZTa—UIRNIVRE— TUFqviaaOre
TN AFH

Describe your hometown in 5 words.
W ERDDHEETHEL TSI,
It's like a smaller Hamamatsu.

HoO NS ERATZWVWT T,

Fun facts about your hometown?&H L AW L
It was the first capital of the province but lost the
title to Victoria in 1871. It's the oldest city in
western Canada.
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How long have you been in Japan? HEICW3 D
BEDSS5VTTD,

3.5 years.

3FEXTY,

What were you doing before you came to
Japan?
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| was studying Ecology and Conservation at
Simon Fraser University. | was also an
Assistant Manager of a university Starbucks.
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What brought you to Japan? B#FICKS
FoNMTEHRTLESZW,

| want to learn about many cultures by living
in them and the JET program was a good
way to begin because | enjoy teaching. I've
always wanted to come to Japan. I'm
interested in Japanese language, culture and

history.
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What are some memorable experiences in
Hamamatsu?

FENTOEZTTARVERIIHD TIH

| will remember my time working at Yoshin
Junior High for my whole life. | enjoy my school
a lot! The teachers are very friendly and my
students are so enthusiastic. | especially love
Halloween week because all the students and
teachers are very surprised and happy when
they see my costumes.

| will also remember my trip to the Ryugashido
caves during my second week in Japan. The
caves were interesting and there were some
wonderful local people selling crafts outside. |
bought my first pottery there. | also bought a
very cute carved Buddha.

S#EFERTEHVTVLWSREIF—E SN EzE A
CCTECDIFETHERELWVWTY, ZEIFHRL
< BEBHETHEDTY, HicNOTr 0B
PFETT, MHABETVWRZARXRFa—LERT.
SRDREDHABEVTEATINE T,

HERICET2LEBE-tEIF. BraBICITEE
Lo AEIFEAD 7L, ATIIRBES LWL
TTDATBENR I ERZFTE>TWE L, £ TH
HTHEBZEEVE LT, E THIDLLWAGRDRE
ZAHEWEL .

What are some challenges?

B eHBBHD EIDH,

It's difficult to learn Japanese. | must try hard
every day. COVID has made it difficult to travel
and explore this wonderful country. | really
want to see more places and learn more about
Japan before | have to go.
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Anything else you’d like to add!
ficEmbHD ETH 2

Thank you for being an amazing city!
Hamamatsu is my second home. | will miss this
city a lot when | go home.
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