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EDITORS' NOTE

A

Dear readers,

We hope that you are wrapping up warm and tight as the year progresses and the
season continues to get colder!

This year we have gotten to experience a lot! We said goodbye to Daniel, our ex-CIR and
welcomed Joel at the end of August, our new CIR from London. As the country
continues to open up, we have been able to attend training sessions, hold events, take
business trips, and of course translate and interpret!

We take this time to be thankful for all the opportunities which have presented
themselves thus far, and are currently pondering what we hope to happen next year! As
such in this issue of Hamawave you will find: an article on British Christmas, a
comparison of Irish and Japanese New Year, and a guest
article from our fellow Hamamatsu City CIR,

Amber Thompson alongside our usual mainstays!
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Be careful not to catch a cold, CYDEInENRL ERRDME,

have a lovely Christmas and New Year EBRXREZLAAYY a1l

Hope you enjoy this season's issue of HAMAWAVE! NLOTHREEL LT X,
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celebrations begin much further in advagég; '
occupying the whole of December. For most
people, the first thing they do in late November
or early December is begin decorating their
houses. The core of these decorations is the
christmas tree - a real or artificial tree
decorated with colourful ornaments and lights.
This practice is actually a hollow remnant of a
practice of the Ancient Roman festival of
Saturnalia - with bringing a tree into your home
and decorating it said to ward off evil spirits.

Now many people simply decorate the tree as it 128 E8ICBE3M0TEORE LT,

looks pretty and is seen as the symbol of TRV K- ALYA—DEIFENFT,
Christmas - with giant trees being erected TRRYMNEIFFDHLFDBHBAMAIZIRA FUZRD
around the country. [FHRZzFSLCHEOZE T,
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Another festivity that begins at the start of
December is the Advent Calendar. Strictly
speaking, Advent refers to the period of time
observed by Christians before the
celebration of the birth of Christ. But now,
the advent calendar has simply become a
way to countdown the days until Christmas
by eating chocolate every day.
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BOBD 1)L I 2x—> 3 > D KIZE / My friend at our hometown illuminations
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When | learned the word for "Nevv_-
Year's Eve and New Years” in
Japanese, | naturally also learned
about all the customs that come
along with Japanese New Year.
However, what | really learned was
that Japanese and Irish New Year's
are completely different! When | hear
Japanese New Year; | imdgine
hearing the ringing of bells; eating
soba at midnight as the New Year
comes in and spending time with the
family. | feel like it's a particularly
special time of year for Japanese
people (but what do | know...)

How is New Year's Eve, and New

Years abroad? In this article, we KoL
take a look into Irish.New Years

celebrations!

Ireland's way of celebrd’ting New__j}_-_.g:'.; .:'-_"f_.j'i'
Year is a world away from the

Japanese celebration, where we hold
huge busy celebrations.

As Ireland was originally a Christian

country, we have always celebrated
Christian festivals. As such, we
celebrate Christmas moreso than
New Year's, as it has more cultural
or religious significance to us.
Honestly, Christmas and New Years
are the complete opposite in Japan
and Ireland. In Ireland, we spend
Christmas lazily with family and party
on New Year's with friends (or more).
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The biggest celebration in Ireland in gathering along the River Liffey in Dublin
City, to countdown the New Year. Many people come to Dublin to watch the
clock on Liberty Hall, the tallest building in Dublin, count down to O and
celebrate (i.e. get drunk). Local governments across the country organise many
celebrations, but as Dublin is the capital it is the busiest and most popular place
to celebrate.

Dublin City often holds a string of concerts by famous Irish artists until the
countdown starts, and once it hits midnight, they start up fireworks.

As you can tell, it's completely different to Japan, who spends the time at
home. Instead we stay up all night and party with our nearest and dearest.

I -
FANTY FDOKEEE - HEDBE Happy New Year! (3&)
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Nice to meet you
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My name is Amber Thompson and
| am an Irish CIR working in Haomamatsu.
| hope to gain your support going forward.
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My friend Grace has been working in Hamamatsu for almost @
year now, but how much have you learned about Ireland?

CHLORNFLYAL TERTROERLTA AT Frvw) B,
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| hope that this article will help the citizens of Hamamatsu to learn a little bit
more about the country of Ireland and the customs of the Irish people.

CHELDRETERDTAALT Y FICODWTDEBEY 714 X T
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In this article, you can check your knowledge of Ireland through a quiz.

\ IHNDLEVWLOPDERBEL TWEE T,
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| will make a few statements.
You will choose whether these are true or false.

AN Tlr, FREVEL &9 !

Ny So let's get to it!

@
TANT Y EDOXRAEIEI2DT
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Ireland has two official
languages.

9 B8

TANLZT Y RDOERIZ/NT
H 5,

Ireland s staple food is bread.

@
TALT Y FOBERIAYEY

DAMFEEEZIERIMLTH %,
Ireland ranks number 1 in the world Q?
for tea consumption per capita.

®
TANT Y FAITHBET L2EIES
L, BOLNELBES ),
The Irish do not have the custom of
modesty so we say "Thanks" when

complimented! 0 m 0 m
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Ireland ranks number 1 in the world
for tea consumption per capita.
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Turkey ranks number | in the
world for the highest tea
consumption per capita.

When it comes to tea loving citizens, India or

Rank ¢ [&  #big BXRHEEE
' England probably come to mind for most.

8 Turkey FJLO 3.16 kg (6.96 Ib) _
— However, Ireland actually ranks second in the
B Blreland 71ILS2 K 219 kg (4.83 Ib) : .
world for tea consumption per capita.
£¥= United Kingdom Z2£E 1.94 kg (4.28 Ib)
(= rant® e i s L TANLT Y FARENKRTF T, AALIHIEC
 mmm Russia 027 1.38kg (3.051b) | A 3MDIFLERD YT PN T E T,

Il Morocco  EMOw 3 1.22 kg (2.68 Ib)
=a— |
@ New Zealand;,_> (. 1.19 kg (2.631b)

B Chile (2018)31 1) 1.19 kg (2.62 Ib)
=== Egypt IPTh 1.01kg(2.231b)

The lIrish love tea, and we are said to drink on
average three cups of tea per day.
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amm Poland  R—35> R 1.00kg (2.20 Ib)

0.97 kg (2.13 Ib)

Calculating this over a period of a year, an Irish
person consumes about 2.2 kg of tea annually . In
comparison, Japanese people are said to
consume an average of about | kg of tea per year.

TAYY Y2 74—
Irish Tea
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Ireland has two official
languages.
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Only 40% of the Irish population claim to
speak Irish fluently.

TANT Y FFBEHEHESTWEA
EbTH2%rsbN TV ET,
Furthermore, it is estimated that only 2% of
the population uses Irish daily.

I 502,
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However, there are regions where lIrish is the
main language used in daily life. These
regions are called the "Gaeltacht".
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Officially speaking, Irish and English are the official

languages in Ireland.
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Irish was originally the only native language in

Ireland. However, during the British rule, the use of

Irish in schools was strictly prohibited, and as a
result of this, English has been the primary

language of the Irish people since the late |1 800s
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Since Irish language is no longer used by the

majority, Irish language classes has become a

mandatory subject for elementary, middle, and
high school students in Ireland in hopes of

preventing the language's extinction and
preserving Irish traditions.
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IEfi%: Answer

TANT Y FALHRT 2FEN
L, BOLNELEBENLEE o
The Irish do not have the custom of
modesty so we say "Thanks" when

complimented! 8
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TANTY FAREDLND X ITENTOAVAY - BRAVELICNOBENTFTHELT LY
St IOy SEELTAYATLICRLA L ETHTIBFLLTVRE U
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3. TEWARSEEL THRHET 2 AN Y =&

FALNTL T, \When complementing the Irish, the following

tendencies are often seen in their responses
In European countries or the United States, it is - Attributing their success to luck or a fluke...

common to say "thank you" when complimented. But - Insisting anyone could
many lIrish people are not accustomed to receiving do the same...
compliments, so we tend to deflect compliments -Downplaying their
rather than saying "thanks". talents or success...

-0y NFERELNVDPERTH LA A—VHNERT
@ o [F5V Y B F 98,
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In Japan, | think there is a strong image that the
» 5% ° staple food of European countries is bread. However,
Ireland’s stople food is the staple food of Ireland is actually potatoes.
bread.
TALVZIVEDREEILY ¥ A4 EERDTENPTEI L0
FETYe 77AFKR T, T4y ¥yavFa—vx
—HILERAALLEY Y A E, A =7 THVZO— R |
KT F2L T2 I HTHEY Y A1 EDL ) k2L
BTY e M4 ENPHEBICELNTOE T,
Potatoes are an indispensable part of the Irish diet
and can appear in many forms - as chips, in a stew,
oven roasted or boiled.

AT CHEEELERL L
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By changing the seasoning
& cooking method, the Irish
can eat potatoes everyday 3
without getting bored.
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Nome? BLEIE?
Elijah Charles Uitime
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Hometown? 2 I NEF L IX?

| was born and raised in Wellington, New
Zealand, but moved to Auckland when | was

| 9 to study at the University of Auckland
—a2—Y—F FnUz) b HETEEIN

BLt., |9ROBEA—7 5 RRETHMEL I
A—=7Z7 2 FWICE] oML 72,

Describe your town in 5 words?
S5ONFETHBMEMEL TLAZT0

Easy-going, diverse, nature, friendly,
Mana (Maori word)
DALY LT, 2HFTHY. BARICESL TV
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Favourite thing about your home country?
FEDIFZTL Y I A(1X7

New Zealand is a very culturally diverse place
thanks to the many people who have immigrated
here, so its common to meet people with different
cultural backgrounds. There are many Samoans.
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What is your favourite thing about
Hamamatsu?
EROFT IR Y I AL

| have really enjoyed my time in Haomamatsu
thus far, and | think it has a lot to do with the
people | have met in both my work and personal
life. Many people have been very accomodating
as | get used to the cultural differences.
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I've only visited about 3 prefectures so far,
but if | had to choose one, I'd say Tokyo is
my favourite currently. I've been there
multiple times with friends and have had a
great time during every visit.
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How many prefectures have you V|S|ted
in Japan? Where was your favourite?
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Interview with an ALT

What brought you to Japan? Why did you decide to come
on the JET Programme?

The start of my journey is a lot similar to many others in that |
came to Japan before and had one of the best experiences. Thus,
returning to Japan was a goal | had worked towards since then.
However, | chose the JET Program specifically as it was a great ' r

opportunity to fulfil a life goal of mine - teaching English. As my o I
grandparents came to New Zealand from Samoa with little to no English ,
ability, | wanted to be the teacher that my grandparents never had.

()

x What is your favourite

Japanese word and why? = S B SO S
(/N ([TRES>TVWBA
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My favourite Japanese word has to
be "yabai" because | like the sound
of it and its many uses. It is also
stuck in my head as many of my
students say this word on a daily
basis.
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How has your time been in Homamatsu?
What have been some of the challenges you
& have faced? How did you overcome them??

My time in Haomamatsu has been great thus
far. Initially | found it difficult to adjust to the
new life | had but was able to cope with that
by asking a lot of questions and not being
afraid of change. A major challenge I'm
currently dealing with is learning the
Japanese language. However, a great way
that | have been trying to mitigate this
problem is by getting involved in the local
community through sports teams. This has
helped grow my language ability and force
me out of my comfort zone by
communicating with my teammates.
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Final Words? ®&#&IZ—F

/ Whilst | didn't choose to come to Hamamatsu, | couldn't be happier about how the way things

have turned out. | can't imagine being placed anywhere else. The people of Hamamatsu will
~

make your experience here all worthwhile so | definitely recommend coming here.
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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS
DIVISION
HAMAMATSU CITY HALL

053-457-2359
kokusai@city.hamamatsu.shizuoka.jp

103-2 Motoshiro-cho,
Naka-ku, Hamamatsu-shi
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HAMAMATSU FOUNDATION FOR
INTERNATIONAL COMMUNICATION
AND EXCHANGE (HICE)

053-458-2170
hiceO5@hi-hice.jp

CREATE Hamamatsu 4F
2-1 Hayauma-cho,
Naka-ku, Hamamatsu-shi
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now online

https://www.city.hamamatsu.shizuoka.jp/kokusai/
cir.ntml
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