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EDITORS' NOTE
Farewell

Hi, Daniel here. Thank you for your continuous support. This autumn issue will be my last
issue of Hamawave and my last duty as Coordinator of International Relations at Hamamatsu
city hall. In this issue, we introduce the new CIR Joel Teahon. | think we can expect some fresh
and interesting perspectives and articles for the Hamawave from now on too.
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As CIR, | have been involved in events like the 2019
Hamamatsu Intercultural City Summit, the E-Bunka
lectures at HICE, and press conferences with the Mayor.
| have been to Makati in the Philippines as part of the
delegation for the ICC. Le Vi and | started the
Hamawave together. These have all become valuable
experiences and fond memories which will stay with me
for my whole life.
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| express my thanks to my colleagues at city hall and
HICE, who have supported me on my journey. | will still
be living and working in Hamamatsu, so | will still be
able to keep in touch with the friends | have met during
this wonderful experience.
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It has been so quick... | wish
Goodbye!
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New CIR Introduction

Hi everyone! My name is Joel Teahon and I'm the new
CIR taking over from Daniel Huynh at the Hamamatsu & I
City Hall Coordinator for International Relations. |

hope to foster better relations between Japan and the
UK, and show the UK what Hamamatsu has to offer!
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Without further ado, |
would like to tell you
about me, my
background, and my
hometown!
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As a child | often watched anime, such as f',
Studio Ghibli films, with my family. To
this day, one of my favourite films is
Ponyo. Since then, | had had an interest
in Japanese culture and language, and
decided to study it at university, along
with German. | enjoy learning languages
and being inspired by large Brazilian
population here in Hamamatsu, | might
learn Portuguese next!
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As | said before, I'm from a city called s = 9
Chelmsford. It's located in the south-east of London's famous brutalist beauty,
England, and it has a population of roughly the Barbican centre

110,000. As the world's first "wireless" TIN—FVZXLDELIZKRT

factory was established here, Chelmsford -/ F A DEPIDN=E A 2 A=

became known as "the birthplace of radio".
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My friends and | at Brighton Pride
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| have several hobbies. | like to exercise, so
| enjoy things like mountain climbing,
jogging, and weightlifting. But | also enjoy
more creative hobbies, like embroidery
and photography. As you can see on the
left side, | have uploaded some of my
embroidery and photographs | took in
France and Italy. During my time herein
Hamamatsu, | would like to try my hand at
some traditional Japanese martial arts like
judo or karate.
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I'm now starting a new chapterin
Hamamatsu. It's safe to say I'm nervous, but
| am also excited for the new adventure. |
hope to contribute as much as possible to
the local community through my role here at
the International Affairs Division

If you happen to see me out and about,
please feel free to come and say hil
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What do you know about Hallowe'en? I'm sure you must
have heard of it as it's mentioned in almost every
American horror movie ever, and all coming-of-age
movies. Or maybe you might have come across it as the
Halloween party in Shibuya is a hot topic year in, year
out.

But... what exactly is Halloween?
"Isn't it just an excuse to get drunk and rowdy?" I'm sure |
hear some of you say!

As | come directly from the land of Hallowe'en, | would
like to share some information about this festival with
youl!

lreland is the home of
Hallowe'en?! Not America?

This may come as a shock to you, but Halloween is
not an American festival, but actually an Irish one!

Like "St. Bridget's Day", which I introduced in the spring
issue of HAMAWAVE, Halloween is said to have originated
from a Celtic festival, namely Samhain. It is said that
October 31 is the day before the beginning of winter, and it
was thought that the boundary between this world and the
next would fade, making it easier for the souls of the dead
(both good and evil spirits) to return to this world.

You might say that it is similar to Japanese Obon.
It was spread in the 19th century due to the Potato Famine
in Ireland. It spread to the United States as Irish people
immigrated all over the world
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‘Remember, remember, the 5th of November, gunpowder, treason, and plot’
ENd7%. Snd%. 1 1B5HDAE. RiFEBEHEZ]

Go to any primary school in England at the
beginning of November, and you'll hear this song
echoing through the halls. This rather morbid song
served as reminder of Guy Fawkes' nefarious deeds
and what tragic fate eventually befell him, lest
anyone try to follow in his footsteps. However, the
song has become a shell of its original intention and
now signals the beginning of bonfire night
festivities.
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By now you must be wondering - what exactly is
Bonfire Night and who is Guy Fawkes? Well, let me
explain. It's a British festival that takes place on
November 5, and commemorates the arrest of the
ringleader of the Gunpower Plot , Guy Fawkes.
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The festival is celebrated by burning an effigy
of Guy Fawkes over a bonfire. Large groups
of people gather around giant bonfires to
watch the flames, firework displays take place,
and vendors set up stalls to play games and
sell food. There is usually live music and
entertainment, too. The most memorable part
is the smell - burning wood, fireworks, and

donuts.

Bonfire Night is one of the only holidays that
is unique to the UK. I don't think there is an
exactly similar Japanese festival, however
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many Japanese festivals contain elements of
Bonfire Night.

Some of my most treasured childhood
memories are from the nights I spent in the
cold, warming my hands by the giant bonfire.
If you ever have the opportunity, please go
and experience some British culture. I am sure
it will be an experience you will never forget!
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Identity and Nationality

This September, | will present a class on the concept of identity. In this class, | will discuss the different
ways of thinking which exist around identity between Irish and Japanese people. For this article, | would
like to also present the ideas | will discuss in that class to you the readers, as | believe it's quite interesting
and I hope you think so too!

| chose the topic of identity because it's something | feel I've thought
about more consciously since coming to Japan. People often start
questions with “as a foreigner..." or “because you're not Japanese..." or
some other variation of that. Some other foreign residents | know

find this line of questioning a bit stressful. They feel othered or left out,
regardless of the intention of the person asking. | had never been
considered “a foreigner” in my home country before, let alone been
someone visibly foreign, so | have had more opportunities to

think about who I am, and what exactly | identify as.

First, let's define identity. Identity is: 1.the condition or character as to who
a person or what a thing is; the qualities, beliefs, etc,, that distinguish

or identify a person or thing. (Dictionary.com)

2. the qualities, beliefs, etc., that make a particular person or group
different from others (Britannica)

So, what are the “qualities”, “conditions”, and “beliefs” etc. that make us different? | think it's fair to posit
that our nationality and thus, local culture, may be the leading influence in what shapes our identity and
who or what we happen to define ourselves as. Of course, other factors such as ethnicity (shown through
pride in ethnicity in retaliation to racism i.e. BLM), religion (often linked to nationality), sexuality (shown
through LGBTQ+ pride etc.) etc. can also affect identity. However, for the sake of space, today | will only
discuss the concepts of "Eastern”" and "Western" identity. | would like to acknowledge that while the

concepts of East and West are antiquated, they serve some function here in the discussion of identity.

Cultural psychologists Hazel Rose Markus and Alana Conner studied different ways of being; namely the
independent and interdependent selves. They studied in a range of environments, between students from
Eastern and Western cultures. While there are important variations and distinct differences within these
regions and cultures, Markus and Conner shared some general observations:

“For many East Asians, and their children growing up in the West, listening, following the “right” way, fitting
in, and keeping calm are not odd classroom behaviors; they are the very route to being a good person—a
good interdependent self, Eastern style. But for their Western classmates and teachers, speaking up,

choose your own way, standing out, and getting excited are also ways of being a good person—but in this
case, a good independent self, Western style.”

Obviously, not all East Asian or Western people feel this way, however | think
it's interesting that this school of thinking has formed and that ethnic culture
may have had some effect on this.

So, how do you think we can we talk and learn about the influence of culture
without relying on stereotypes and prejudice?
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Name? Zgij?

Daniel Martin McNally
AT (BY) X—Ta> - X7FU—
Hometown? £ ENE 5 ?
Birthplace = Herrenberg, Germany.
Hometown = Plymouth, England
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Describe your town in 5 words?
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Herrenberg = small, ALY T IS
rustic, homely,
traditional, countryside. (EEE AN WET
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Plymouth = coastal,
naval, historical, lively,
pasty (the food) B
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My favourite place
would be the barbican.
You can soak in the
history and beautiful
Atlantic breeze.

What is your favourite thing about
Hamamatsu?
ERDFERET3? g

| love Hamamatsu's
geographical position.
To the North, the
mountains and to the
South the Pacific
Ocean, to the East the
Tenryu river!

The history too, being
where Tokugawa
leyasu resided for

many years.
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How many prefectures have you visited
in Japan so far and where was your

favourite?
AIERERFRICITT o 7cD ?
1BHSREIAIE?
| have visited SET2I3WMEMFREEF
about 23 AV /e
prefectures so far.
Aside from
beautiful
Shizuoka, | really
enjoyed Fukuoka.
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What brought you to Japan? Why did you
decide to come on the JET Programme?

| have long had an interest in Japanese
culture, history and martial arts. | decided to
take part in a Japanese language programme
in Tokyo for a month. Japan left a big

impression on me and so | returned as an

exchange student in Waseda University. _
During that time | had many experiences Herrenberg, Germany with many

which would make me love and appreciate Borgeous buildingst
Japan. So, I wished to return for a longer RBGEADTCTANL Y TINTTH

time to see how [ like living here.
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How has your time been in Hamamatsu so

far? What have been some of the
challenges that you have faced, and
how did you overcome them?
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Hamamatsu is a good place to
2 live being that it is a bigger city than
many back in Britain. So, you can
live pretty well but it's also not as
; overwhelming as many of the
metropolises in Japan. The main challenge
would have to be communication and forming
connections with Japanese people. Usually
trying to improve my own understanding of
language and cultural norms helps to an
extent.
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Final Words? ®&=®&IC—=

| wasn't sure what my experience would be JETZO0 S LICISE LR, chvhs
like when | applied for the JET Programme. ESHBBIDODIDLPDHERDST=IFTNE .
However, | think I've been quite lucky to be PIFOHELTED >,
placed in a city with good connections, SEMTEORIENZER L <. ADBLL . RIS
good location and great food. Not to IFEL Y It BZDONEL L. ChH S

mention some of the friendly people. |
hope to stay in Japan for a long time.
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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS
DIVISION
HAMAMATSU CITY HALL

053-457-2359
kokusai@city.hamamatsu.shizuoka.jp

103-2 Motoshiro-cho,
Naka-ku, Hamamatsu-shi
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HAMAMATSU FOUNDATION FOR
INTERNATIONAL COMMUNICATION
AND EXCHANGE (HICE)

053-458-2170
hice0O5@hi-hice.jp

CREATE Hamamatsu 4F
2-1 Hayauma-cho,
Naka-ku, Hamamatsu-shi
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now online

https://www.city.hamamatsu.shizuoka.jp/kokusai/
cir.ntml
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