PLUM BLOSSOMS IN OKUYAMA
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It is March! The weather is getting
warmer and the flowers have started to
bloom. The plum trees and cherry blossom
trees around the city are just gorgeous
and wonderful to look at. In our home
countries, such vivid colours from trees

and flowers are really rare.

This month's Hamawave features a book
review of an English novel, a classic
British recipe, and a new series of
articles on interculturalism in Daniel's

hometown of Birmingham.

With recent events regarding COVID-19,
we hope that everyone will stay safe and
hope that it will be over as soon as

possible.

I hope that everyone will enjoy reading

this month's double edition.
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full english breaktast
W42 )ya - TLyIT 7RIk

written by Daniel Huynh

The full English breakfast is
not only eaten for
breakfast, but lunch, and
sometimes even dinner as
well.
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Ingredients

1or 2 eggs
1 or 2
(bacon in

rashes of bacon
Japan is
different from England)

1 or 2 sausage

2-5 mushrooms

(usually button mushrooms)
1/2 or 1 tomato

Half a can or a full can of
baked beans

2 slices pf black pudding
(if available)

2 slices of toast (butter
optional)

Cup of tea or coffee or

juice

Total Time: 15-20 Min

Directions

As you can see, it is quite a lot of food, so please
adjust it to your preference. First, you need to heat up
your frying pan with a bit of oil. | usually cook the
bacon, black pudding and sausage first since they
don't require any preparation. | cut the mushrooms
into quarters and fry them in the same pan as the
meat. The beans need to be cooked in another pan.
Put the bread into the toaster and toast it to your
preference. When the meat and mushrooms are done,
plate them and clean the frying pan. Using that pan,
with a little oil, grill your tomato. Then, add more oil
and fry your egg(s), | usually have mine sunny side up
(BEEBEZ) but you can make yours however you want.
The beans when they are done are poured onto the
side of the plate next to the meats. Plate your egg
and toast as well and you have a full English
breakfast. Enjoy! It is a simple plate which only takes
15 - 20 mins to make. In that time, you can also put on

the kettle and make a cup of tea as well.
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" Interculturalism
in Birmingham

ATXVR N=ZVHLFICETZZXHE

Birmingham is 2nd largest city in England and the U.K, with a
population of roughly one million people (over 3 million including the
metropolitan area). The city, located in the West Midlands, was once
called "the city of 1000 trades,” and has a rich history as an industrial

town. It has also been called the world's first manufacturing town.
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BY DANIEL HUYNH
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B h More ethnically diverse than London,
lrmlng am Birmingham is home to many different
ethnic groups who bring their unique

customs, food, and languages with them,

making the city one of the most
multicultural in the U.K.

BIRMINGHAM'S DIVERSE COMMUNITIES

Birmingham is a melting pot of different cultures. The
biggest groups in the city's demographic other than the

native white people are the Black, and Asian groups. The
china eaant e ¢ L black community with members from Jamaica and Africa
i " . Wi was once the biggest group but now, the Asian
el community is the biggest. The people in this community
are mostly from Pakistan, and India. Other smaller
groups include people from East Asia such as the
Chinese and Koreans, and people from Europe like the
Polish.

NEIGHBOURHOODS AND AREAS

If you go to certain neighbourhoods in Birmingham, you
would not see a single white person. The neighbourhood
where | was raised was predominantly Asian and Black.
This is because the Birmingham City Council owns most
of the houses in the area and rents them out to lower-
income families. Soho Road and Lozells, examples of
such neighbourhoods, are famous for their cheap
markets and fast food shops that are all run by the
Muslim Pakistani community. The food in these shops
are all halal and the area also has many mosques and
Sikh temples.

The East Asians, on the other hand, don't have a single
neighbourhood where they live and are spread out
throughout the city, but most gather in Chinatown for
work or leisure. The Chinese, Korean, and Vietnamese all
work together in shops, restaurants, and Asian
supermarkets in this area.

White British people tend to Llive in areas like
Kingstanding and Sutton Coldfield where there are fewer
people of colour. Kingstanding is more for the working
class people while Sutton is known as an area for the
middle class. There aren't many people of colour living

in middle class areas.

From Top to Bottom: Chinatown, Soho Road, Sutton Coldfield
Ers:hESE, VARO—R, Yy b> s O=ILRT IR
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Introduction to
LANGUAGE BARRIERS I. C l

° °
English is the common tongue, as you would expect it to Blrmln ham
be. However, among the first-generation immigrants who

moved to the U.K, there are many who have never learnt
to speak the language. This is because the communities
that have formed in Birmingham are so tightly knit and
separated from those outside of their community, there is
almost no need to go outside of their respective
neighbourhoods or speak English. The shops on the streets
of Lozells are completely run by Muslim Pakistani families
and thus, all speak Urdu or Punjabi. This makes it really
easy to avoid using English and interacting with other
communities.

In  Chinatown, the same pattern occurs. However,
compared the Pakistani neighbourhoods, it is more open
and receives many customers from different groups so the
workers tend to speak a little bit of english.

In recent years, from the second-generation onwards,
these communities are now speaking more English than
before.

THE YOUNGER GENERATION AND THEIR LANGUAGE

As the second and third-generation immigrants use more
English in their daily lives, they are losing their native
tongue. The people who do learn English and interact with
the native community become proficient and even speak
English at home. As a result, the children speak English
almost all the time and neglect learning their original
language. Some Pakistani families speak English at home
and have even forgotten their original language.

In my case, | spoke Cantonese at home. However there are
some families who mix their languages and the children
end up speaking a broken version. To combat this, the
Chinese community hold their own language schools on
weekends but | don't know if the other ethnic groups do

the same. Many of my Pakistani friends only speak English,

so there may not be. From top to bottom: Sutton Coldfield, a market in Lozells,
Chinatown Arcadian

Ers: Yy by e O=ILET7q)LR, OYILIICHD
//// 2—/S—. REHEORE
| /// ////,



E@E!E

HESEEIEHESE T, LH L. 1F ) XI5 -k
LTREMRBROPICIFEEZZFZEAVANS
CWET, CNIIN—=VALOAZ2aZT4D
IREERNE . EHTHOEFRIZIT BEIEE
WO TREBHMVETIIFHRLARADFL, OFILX
ICHBIEITLENFAZADEE L. TILREE
PN v TJEBEFELTVWET, CDH. &
EarEOLT. MO a T tBEHLSTICEA
TWE9,

FEHHEILCRERLCTIN. 72T7AIZIa=T7a
CHRTIXEIERAZEDD . ZHRABT DXL
LTWARHEDTHEELBIIREBENDLEEE
ER

EE, E2HAUE, SOOI =271 DAEB
lF3H o REBEFEEDILOICEDF LT

SVt L BEH

REAFEETIE_CE-HROBRITHICHEHE
ZROTVWEEFT, REBEMRBLTLEFICA ST
ANFIRTHREBE=ZFEL. TORBR. FHREDHHE
ZsE L. BEEOMREPLH TCLEFVWET, &F
DINFREZVAREIIRTREBZFELTVWEDT
FHHEIFBEZEZSNTLEVET,

MDHZEIF. RTLREZHLE LT, LA L.
ETORETIIEFZRECAELE T, ZOfE
R FHEBIE FEOBEELIEEZEA.
CNICRAT B0, PFEAII 2 =7« 13BXK
ICHREFEOEEZITVWE LT, EDOIIa=T
1 EHB3DESIDIEHLHLD XA,

N

@

Old Victorian houses turned into Asian shops.
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If you have any questions or suggestions, | would be happy to hear them.
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Book Review

Persuasion

BY PHAM LE VI

Every year, | find myself returning to
Jane Austen’s novels. If | am feeling
down, Pride and Prejudice, her most
famous novel, never fails to cheer me
up. For a short and funny read, | turn to
Northanger Abbey, a satire of dramatic
Gothic novels popular in the day. When
| am in the mood for quiet reflection, I'll
turn to Persuasion, Austen’s last fully
completed novel. It is not as lively as
the rest of her work but it is sweepingly
moving in its quiet pain and longing.
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Jane Austen (1775-1817) was born in the
village of Steventon, in Hampshire,
southern England, the seventh child of a
family of eight. Her father was the rector
of the village, and her mother came from
a respectable local family. Thus, Austen
grew up in the world of the minor landed
gentry and country clergy in which she
would set all of her novels. She only
wrote about the women and men of this
social class in the late 18th century, and
yet, every year, as | read her again, | find
that she has something new to tell me

about my life in the 21st century.
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Indeed, as | reread Persuasion, | found myself
moved by the emotional depth of its heroine,
Anne Elliot. At the beginning of the novel, Anne
is twenty-seven years old. Considered too old
and faded for dancing, she instead provides the
music for the young ladies to dance. Even now,
we often assume that when a woman’s looks
fade with age, so does her feelings. But Austen
insists on Anne’s right to feel as much as, or
even more than the dancing young ladies, that
some emotions cannot be tempered by age or
time or reason.
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Frederick

Anne had been

Wentworth eight years ago. But she was a

engaged to

daughter of a baronet, and he was a sailor with
no fortune and an uncertain future. In an era
where it was not respectable for women to
work, it was crucial to marry someone who had
the financial capability to support a family.
Persuaded by her trusted friend and mentor,
Lady Russell, that this would be an impractical
marriage, Anne broke off the engagement.
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However, this was the Napoleonic Wars and the
navy became a social leveller, “bringing persons
of obscure birth into undue distinction, and
raising men to honours which their fathers and
grandfathers never dreamt of,” much to the
chagrin of Anne’s father, Sir Elliot who finds
great pride in his title being inherited. Thus,
Wentworth is able to make a fortune and a
name for himself. Eight years later, he is no
longer simply Wentworth but now Captain
Wentworth.
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Their reunion is not dramatic. They meet again
at the house of Anne's sister. He bowed, she
curtsied and not a word was exchanged. Yet,
Anne is overcome with emotion.

BRIBEANTIEDDFEFEA, V7YOHKRORTESR
L. ZAREABHBEZRT. BEVESFEHHREZ LI LT
LA L. Z7VREBIENTWVWE LT

“What might eight years not do?” Anne reasons
with herself, trying to feel less. But alas, “with
all her reasoning, she found, that to retentive
feelings eight years may be little more than
nothing.”
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Some critics, such as Charlotte Bronte, author
of Jane Eyre, have criticised Austen for being too
narrow in her subject matter, focusing on
minutiae of quotidian life, and portraying no

visible passion.



“Alas! with all her
reasoning, she
found, that to

retentive fFeelings

eight years may
be little.”

JANE AUSTEN
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But precisely in focusing on the placid mundanity
of our lives, Austen more fully acknowledges the
humanity hidden within it. Like our own lives, the
drama lies in the simple words and actions of
daily life.

Dare we deny Anne's pain when she hears that
Captain Wentworth thought her “so altered he
should not have known her again,” when she is
forced to acknowledge that the years which had
destroyed her youth and bloom had only
improved him, when she watches him enjoy the
company of the young and pretty ladies while she
remains a stranger to him—"nay, worse than
strangers, for they could never become
acquainted”"—simply because it is not dramatic

enough?
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Indeed, one may not always have the chance in
life to feel sweeping passion or face terrible
stakes in love—no mad wife in the attic like Jane
Eyre. But the pain we that nonetheless feel may
be no less heart wrenching, and our small
unheroic actions matter just as much.

oL

THE CITY OF BATH IN ENGLAND WHERE THE LATTER HALF

OF PERSUASION IS SET
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Anne and Wentworth find their way back to each

other simply by making small steps to seek each

other out. Wentworth goes to Bath so that he

might have a chance to see Anne. At a concert,

Anne manoeuvres herself so that she is sitting at

the end of the bench to be near enough for him
to approach.
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A love story with a happy ending is always
popular but besides that, is Jane Austen still
relevant in the twenty-first century? Austen'’s
views on love and marriage may be more modern
than we think. For, as much as Austen’s novels
are about marriage, they are also about a
woman'’s right not to marry.
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Even though women could not work to support
themselves and were thus, subject to poverty if
they did not marry well, Austen insisted on the
right of women to not marry unless they could
find someone they loved and respected. At 22,
Anne turned down Charles Musgrove, because she
could not love him, even though she never knew
Wentworth would be back.
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Austen saw that there are perhaps worse things
in life than not getting married—such as marrying
a Mr. Collins (Pride and Prejudice), “a mixture of
pride and obsequiousness, self-importance and
humility.” The protagonist of Pride and Prejudice,
Elizabeth Bennet, rejects him, but her friend, the
sensible Charlotte Lucas, chooses to marry him to
avoid becoming a spinster dependent on her
parents. Sensible as she is, Charlotte organises
her household in such as way to spend as little
time with him as possible, and is most happy
when he is out of sight and out of mind. Austen
writes, “When Mr. Collins could be forgotten,
there was really an air of great comfort
throughout, and by Charlotte’s evident enjoyment
of it, Elizabeth supposed he must be often

forgotten.”

ANEICIE. BELAEVWCELDH2CEVWCEDH S
. FA—RTaovidbMbFELE, AIZIE. THIEL
"RRI ORIBTCHRE. BACRETORETSIU Y
AREIEE/EITZETTo TARDIT)HFARR « R2
w IOV IR TOR—ZMODELEHA. TV
PRIAORA. BENGLZMOvy—Ov b - JL—7A
Z2IEWMBAICKEFELARVELSIC, O VY XKRCEEBLE
L7 LAL. ¥y—0Ov bETE3LFOU VK
C—REICBCTREBEZLRL. BoFEENA SN LN
TWeeEhRbEEREBECERLCEFT,

Even today, there remains great pressure for
women to marry, no matter the likelihood of
happiness of the marriage itself. A woman as
accomplished as Emma Watson—famous actress,
lvy League university graduate and UN Women
Goodwill Ambassador—feels anxious for not
starting a family by the age of 30. In a Vogue
interview, Watson notes that, “If you have not
built a home, if you do not have a husband, if you
do not have a baby, and you are turning 30, and
you're not in some incredibly secure, stable place
in your career, or you're still figuring things out...
There's just this incredible amount of anxiety.”
She admits it took a long time for her to be happy
being single but she now calls it being “self-
partnered.”
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Imagine how radical Austen must have been in
her time then, to demand that women put their
emotional happiness and fulfillment ahead of
societal expectations, to not marry if they did not
wish to. We may not always be so lucky to find a
Captain Wentworth or Anne Elliot in our lives, but
at least, we can avoid a Mr. Collins.
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ALTs of
HAMAMATSU

INTRODUCING THE ASSISTANT LANGUAGE
TEACHERS (ALTS) LIVING AND WORKING IN
HAMAMATSU.

ERICFEATVIREDOEKRE (ALT) Z8BNHALET !

WILLIAM
DAI

HOMETOWN - &40

Vancouver, British Colombia,
Canada

N> —=—N— TUTrwv>a0
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DESCRIBE YOUR HOMETOWN IN
FIVE WORDS
WBzHEODEFTHELTTFIWL
Nature, Multicultural, Rain, Mild,
Trendy

BA. 22X, M. MPH. 7> vL

FUN FACT- 8HLAWVWCL

It's a green city and everyone
composts.
BRICELLVEHT T, ALIFHEBZ R
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WHAT WERE YOU DOING BEFORE YOU CAME TO JAPAN?
BEICEKSFIC. MZLTVELED,

In university | studied criminology, and before coming here | was an Emergency
Communications Operator which is basically 911 or in the U.K 999. | did that for 4 years.
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HOW DID YOU GET INTERESTED IN JAPAN?
BFEICAELFBZF>NPTEHITEIL,

| watched a bunch of popular anime like Dragon Ball in high school and loved that stuff.
| also used to work at a Japanese company in Vancouver when | was in university where
| met a lot of Japanese people who came on working holidays for 2-3 years. | made
connections with them and stayed in contact. Before coming on the JET Programme |
had been to Japan twice to visit them, the first time for a wedding.
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How did you find out about the JET
(Japan  Teaching and Exchange
Program)?
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| found out about the JET programme 6
years ago from my sister's friend who was
on the programme for 3 or 4 years in
Osaka. When | was in my previous job, |
thought to myself that if | don't go on the
JET Programme now, it'll never happen
and I'll regret it so | took the plunge.
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FAVOURITE MEMORIES OF
HAMAMATSU?
ERMTOVWWLWEWHDHD 7D,

For me, there isn't one specific memory. |
think that it is coming to Hamamatsu and
meeting all my friends and getting to
know the local people. Even when | leave
the JET programme, Hamamatsu will still
be one of the places | will visit in the
future. | have my roots here now.
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This interview has been edited and
condensed for clarity.
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THIS MAGAZINE
IS PRODUCED BY

HAMAMATSU CITY HALL
COORDINATORS FOR
INTERNATIONAL
RELATIONS

Daniel Huynh (UK)
&
Pham Le Vi (Singapore)

QUESTIONS WANTED

Is there something you find
strange or confusing about
British or Singaporean
customs? Is there anything
you’d like to know about
life as a CIR? Please email
us! (Japanese or English is
ok!) We will do our best to
answer your questions.
Catch you later!
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CONTACT US AT:

International Affairs Division,
Hamamatsu City
103-2 Motoshiro-cho, Naka-ku,
Hamamatsu-shi
ENTEREREMR TR X TiRET103-2
TEL: 053-457-2359
Email: kokusai@city.hamamatsu.shizuoka.jp

Hamamatsu Foundation for International
Communication and Exchange (HICE)
4F CREATE Hamamatsu
2-1 Hayauma-cho, Naka-ku, Hamamatsu-shi
ENERR RS ENTRAXEEE2-1 71 IT—
NEAR 4F
TEL: 053-458-2170
Email: hiceO5@hi-hice.jp

HICE EVENTS - 1R >

WORLD E-BUNKA

IN LIGHT OF THE COVID-19 OUTBREAK,
E-BUNKA FOR APRIL WILL BE
CANCELLED.
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NOTICES - &M 5t

HAMAMATSU
DISASTER
PREVENTION
EMAIL

BFEBRy P X=—IL

This is a mailing service which sends
emails to registered users about
information on earthquakes, weather
etc. in English or Japanese. You will
receive important alerts during
emergencies.

Sign up at:
https://service.sugumail.com/hamamat
su/html/

Or send a blank email to:
entry@city-hamamatsu.jp



