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FIRST SAKURA
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BY PHAM LE VI

FIRST SAKURA SEASON IN JAPAN
Spring creeps up on you the way sleep
does, gradually and then all at once. At the
beginning of April, the trees outside the
office were just as bare as in winter. One
Monday, I came back to the office after the
weekend to find that the branches were
painted a pale pink. The colour deepened
gradually over the course of the week as
more flower buds, and before I knew it, the
cherry blossoms were in full bloom.

Then, all too soon, fresh green leaves were
sprouting as petals fell. The flowers may be
gone by the time you read this.
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In Singapore, there is only one season — summer.
The temperature hovers between 25°C and 33°C.
The leaves are always green and there are always
bright flowers in the bushes planted by the side of
the road. There is no sense of seasons passing. At
most, it gets even hotter around June, and a lot
rainier in December. It is humid all year round.

Thus, in Japan, I have come to experience the joy
of the different seasons. There is a quiet thrill in
watching the flowers bloom and the leaves grow
and the days get longer. It is easier to sense the
passing of time here. Every day brings something

new, and I couldn’t be more excited!
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SAKURA
AROUND THE
CITY

From top to bottom,
Magome River,
Hamamatsu Castle,
Bridge of Dreams at
Okuyama
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Actually, this was not the first time | saw
cherry blossoms. Surprisingly, | first saw
them in the States, rather than in Japan. |
was studying abroad in the U.S. in the
spring of 2018 and visited Washington D.C
during a weekend, when | saw the trees in
bloom along the Tidal Basin.

The trees actually come from Japan,
donated by Mayor Ozaki Yukio of Tokyo in
1912. The National Cherry Blossom Festival
is held every year to commemorate this
gift.
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" Interculturalism
in Birmingham
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Birmingham is 2nd largest city in England and the U.K, with a
population of roughly one million people (over 3 million including the
metropolitan area). The city located in the West Midlands was once
called "the city of 1000 trades" and has a rich history as an industrial
town. It has also been called the world's first manufacturing town.
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Growing up in ’////////////////// ,

Birmingham

In Handsworth, the neighbourhood where | lived, my
family was the only East Asian family, so in primary
school, | stood out like a sore thumb. | also spoke no
English. | imagine it is the same for many children of
foreign residents born in Japan. There were many
incidents where communication was really difficult.
One was during lunch time at school as | tried to
order a helping of broccoli. | didn't know the word
for broccoli so | said “little trees”. | remember how
the dinner lady (a person who serves the lunch to the
children) laughed and asked me to repeat what |
had said. To improve my English, | had extra classes
after school with a teacher who volunteered to

teach me.
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As children do, | picked up English quite quickly and
soon began taking actively part in classes and
making friends. However even if | could
communicate, | still felt different. | remember times
where | bring friends to my house to play and they
would be surprised by the food or the tv, or music
around them. During secondary school, after going
to my friends’ houses, | realised there was not much

that was British about my household.
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When | was between 11-16 years old, | was
comfortable using English but there was always
that feeling of being an outsider. That same
feeling would be there when | was travelling in
Hong Kong and Vietnam as well. | understood the
Chinese and  Vietnamese  customs and
celebrated them but they weren't the only parts
of me. All of my backgrounds are what make me
who | am. When my friend said | was British, |
understood that. Until then, | had always just
called myself Chinese or Vietnamese. | think it is
important to accept that your environment, the
culture you grew up immersed in is as much a

part of you as your ancestry.

11O B 16 £ T, HEBIFBRICEED LSS
BOFELEDEEADABORSDH D £ L 7
EBRMFLEGNEETD. ALTEBTL
fco FEACAR M FLADBEZ SN >TWVWEL
7=ht. FFENSEITTIE R DT EBVWE LT
OB HERDE IO TA T T T4 —
ICBEDET, KEBIC THETIFAF) XAT]
EELNICIICTOTE LT, FORETIEA
B CIEBRZHEADNNRBNFTFLAEHATVEL
oo BODETHERLENIRYITTN, EoT
TRGAOXNIEDEERPREZRITANSEDHK
Y1T9,

iy

@

If you have any questions or suggestions, | would be happy to hear them.
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ALTs of

Hamamatsu

INTRODUCING THE
ASSISTANT LANGUAGE
TEACHERS (ALTS) LIVING
AND WORKING IN
HAMAMATSU.
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MacCallum

HOMETOWN -« & 48
A small rural city called
Dothan in Alabama, USA.
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How small?
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Well, 68,000 people or so. So small by Japanese standards. |
mean, our big yearly event was a festival devoted to
peanuts.
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Describe your hometown in five words!
WBERODHEETHELTSEIL,

Peanuts, Farms, Southern, Rustic and Outdoors
E—+rvv. BB, B. BE. S




Tell me more about this
peanut festival.
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It's modelled as a country fair.
That is to say, lots of food, basic
rides like a Ferris Wheel and a
merry-go-round, and then
exhibitions of local art

competitions and local produce.
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Why peanuts?
E—=FyY285LTTDH?
Farms surround and are a part
of my city. People there are very
proud of my city. Any local
business of that's been around
for, say, 5 years or more, usually
gets a peanut statue out in front
of its business as a show of
pride.
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This interview has been edited and condensed for clarity.
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What brought you to Japan?
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The first time was because | was
taking a Japanese language
course, and | was offered a

chance to study abroad at my
university's connected university
in Nagasaki.

| was informed of the JET
programme by people who were
previously ALTs who were at
both universities and they
encouraged me to sign up. |
joined the programme straight
out of university.
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peanut festival
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How long have you been in
Japan?
BEICEDSSWMEATWLETD,
| have been in Hamamatsu for
almost 3 years and 9 months.
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Memorable experiences in
Hamamatsu?
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For several events at the school |
teach at, | have dressed up as a
sentai ranger along with two
other teachers to encourage the
students during events like sports
festival or chorus contest.
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CONTACT US

INTERNATIONAL
AFFAIRS DIVISION
HAMAMATSU CITY
HALL

103-2 Motoshiro-cho,
Naka-ku,
Hamamatsu-shi

053-457-2359
kokusai@city.hamamatsu.
shizuoka.jp
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HAMAMATSU
% @ FOUNDATION FOR
71 INTERNATIONAL

COMMUNICATION AND

World E-Bunka EXCHANGE (HICE

FEHSENBEOXMLZBNLET. BBEHA. £T

RETITLWET ! CREATE Hamamatsu 4F
2-1 Hayauma-cho,
5A16H(H) - 13:30~15:30 Naka-ku, Hamamatsu-shi
AR TAY YO cNTNRTIVTAR
(X#£>17) 053-458-2170
2 . 81000 - —#%2000M hiceO5@hi-hice.jp
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