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LJelcome to our slightly late autumn edition of Hamawave, where we aim £o
embark on a journey through our perspectives as foreign residents

Start H lgnore

working in Japan. We hope that our insignts might offer tiny glimpses into

the contrasts between Japan and our homelands.

This issue features many interesting articles, such as intriguing tales of
Ireland's vibrant Halloween traditions. From ancient roots to contemporary
celebrations, Amber has tried to let the reader experience the allure of
Ireland's spooky festivities through their eyes.

Delving into more academic reflections, Joel has included an essay which he
wrote during his time at university which aimed to navigate the nuances of
changing attitudes towards gay marriage in Japan. Hopefully that will be 3
thought-provoking piece!

Excitingly, this edition introduces a new voice to our team. Join us in
extending a warm welcome to Amber, whose diVerse experiences promise
to enrich our understanding of Japan's cultural landscape.

As the autumnal colors paint the world around us, we invite you o immerse
yourself in these captivating narratives. Join us as we explore the
intersections of culture, tradition, and personal perspectives in this edition

of Hamawsave.
LLJarm regards,
Joel and Amber
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Hello everyone, or as We say in Irish, "Dia dhuit" ' ; o
I'm Amber Thompson, a 2nd-year CIR from Irefand. I recently =
transferred to City Hall from the Hamamatsu Board of Education in
August.
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Lam originally from Limerick City, which is in the
- West of Ireland, and is the country's third most
"populated urban area. Limerick City is 1100 years old
*and was originally a Viking settlement before
evalving into a medieval walled town, a Georgian city,
»and then the vibrant metropolitan area it is today,
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Similar to Hamamatsu, Limerick City is known as the City of
Music," boasting world-renowned musicians like The
Crantlerﬂes traditional music festivals like the River Fest,
hield annuailu since 2004 and attracting around 158,000
yisitors last year, and prominent concert halls and live
music venues such as the Irish Chiamber Drthestra and the
Irish World Music Centre. :
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My hobbies include Iearning new languages, going to cafes, baking, volunteering and shopping. Although
I don't get many chances to practice with native sneal*ers I've been enjoying studying Horean lately,
“{_Jalsg inuEel rlnjagmng particularly late Showa manga and non-fiction books. My current favorite is

Uukan Clu
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I am very passionate about cultural exchange. As a student, I acted as the Trips Officer for my
university's International Society, which involved organizing bi-weekly trips to some of Ireland's
most attractive locations for our visitors, and hosting weekly parties where international and Irish
students could come together to build their own community and promote intercultural awareness. I
have also worked part-time in the International Education department at my university, helping
international students to adapt to their new environment and providing educational support for
non-native speakers of English.
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This is why I am thrilled to be working in the International Affairs Oepartment of the City Hall
and at HICE, where I can leverage these experiences in the field of international exchange as
a Coordinator for International Relations and as a franslator and interpreter.
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INCLUSIVYI’
AND

ACHIEVEMENTS
WITH NETFLIX

'‘Down for Love'

"Down for Love" is a S-episode series, produced in consultation with théhHew féaland
Downe Syndrome Association, that introduces us to a diverse cast of young people, each
with Down syndrome, as we follow their journey to find a lifelong partner.
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This genuinely heartwarming show chal lenges
our perspectives on important societal
issues such as disability awareness and

inclusivity. It skillfully blends moments
of laughter with touching and emotional
narratives. While | usually don’t get
emotional when watching TV, many scenes
moved me to tears.
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One of the standout aspects of the show is its celebration of inclusivity and the
potential of individuals with down syndrome by showcasing the remarkable
achievements of its voung cast members. Among them are actress Libby Hunsdale, who
starred in the 2021 film "Poppy, " award-winning photographer, swimming champion,
and polyzlot Carlos Biggemann, and 18-vear-old model Lily-Mae lvatt Dakley. It's
heartening to witness individuals with Down syndrome taking center stage and
proving that they can excel in various aspects of |ife.
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The Effect of Media on Modern Uay Japan’s
Tolerance and Awareness of Gay Marriage

The path to awareness and tolerance for gay people around the
world has had its ups and downs. |In this sense, Japan is no
exception. However, despite the faxt that Japan experienced the
“Gay Boom®™ phenomenon in the 90s, gay marriage and civil
partnerships are still vet to be recognized by the Japanese
government. Therefore, it is important for us to question and
understand just how much the awareness and tolerance towards e
homosexuals has changed in Japan and did the media have any _
impact on this process.
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|t*s clear that on a global scale, tolerance and awareness of
homosexuals has increased substantial ly over the past 40 years.
This trend is also apparent in Japan. From the OECD {2019)
graph above, we can see that on the scale depicting tolerance
of homosexuality, the average figure for Japan in 1981-2000 was
3.2, but rose to 4.8 in 2001-2014. |n addition, Japan’s figure
was roughly the same as the global average during both periods,
but was still slightly less. |n a study conducted by Reuters
(2013), when asked if they supported homosexual ity, S4¥ of
participants responded affirmatively. From these results and
looking more closely at the age groups, over G0¥ of those in
the under-30 range answered wes, whereas those answering ves in
the over 50s range was only 40%. Based on these two pieces of
data, it could be hypothesized that an event occurred in the
last 30 vears that there have influenced Japanese attitudes
towards homosexuals, although tolerance has increased. 9




Between 1991 and 1994, media coverage of gay people as a topic was
prevalent in Japan. At that time, it became natural for gay people
to appear only within the scope of magazines, television and films.
Experts dubbed this period the 'Gay Boom'; Lunsing (1997, 267)
describes the gay boom as a phenomenon that dominated the Japanese
media. According to a survey conducted at Akita University (2018},
60¥ of respondents first heard the term 'homosexuality' ina film or
television programme. The results of this survey show that the
majority of Japanese people's contact with LGBT is limited to those
types of media. As people are influenced by the media, it is not
surprising that the image of LGBT people projected in the Japanese
media can influence Japanese attitudes towards LGBT people. So, it
is possihle that the change in tolerance towards gay people in Japan
is due to a heightened awareness through the media. However, it is
necessary to understand what the image of gay people in the Japanese
media really is.

LGET people in Japanese television programmes and films are generally
cross-dressers, and according to McLel land (2005, 39), representation of
such cross-dressers in the Japanese media is not uncommon. He also states
that there are many Japanese who associate homosexual ity with cross-
dressing. Furthermore, gay and lesbian people who dress |ike normal
heterosexuals are rarely mentioned (Amarugioaile, 2018, 25). Since the
reason for cross-dressing is to catch the eve or stand out, Japanese
people may assume that all LGBET people are easily identifiable as such.
Furthermore, Japanese people have become so used to such images of LGBT

| people that they have suddenly combined the stereotype with gay people in
[ | their minds. Therefore, even if it can be said that Japan has become more
; tolerant of gay people, what kind of gay people would this tolerance be

Eils based on?

lesbian, bisexual or transgender?

E Do you have a work colleague, close friend or relative who is gay, {_

= Yes = Nol sure = Mo # Prefer nol 1o answer I

Tora! S ;5 N
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v ry — June 2013 - GE45
Same-sox Marriage
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ds can be seen from Figure 2, the results of 0 E C D's Japanese "Do you -
have any L 6 B T colleagues, friends or relatives?" was almost the same -2
as the global average, but the number of people who said they had LGET
people around them was so overwhelmingly low that it did not even reach
10%. |f the incidence of homosexuality is independent of culture and
region, then the proportion should be roughly equal across the world.
Even so, only b¥% of respondents in Japan answered 'ves' to the question
of whether they know someone who is LGBT. |s this because the ability
and perception of identifving an LGBT partner in Japan is based on
female-acting celebrities on television? Due to the mass media, when
the term 'LGBT' is mentioned, what comes to Japanese people's minds are
not people who integrate into Japanese society, but rather people who ox
look |ike cross-dressing celebrities. On the other hand, it is possible
that the reason why so few Japanese people know someone who is LGET is
because Japanese LGBT people still have not come out. The reason why
they have not yet come out may be because they do not want to appear to
be associated with the image of cross-dressing celebrities spread by .
the mass media, or because they do not want people around them to see . 46W
them as people who cross-dress without their permission. But in any e
case, the general Japanese public can now only recognise LGBT people by
their external appearance, such as cross-dressing. Hence, it can be
seen that the Japanese media has an impact on the perception of
homosexuals in Japan.

_ There has been a positive change in tolerance and perceptions of
. - gay people in Japan over the past decades. |t is possible that
the change was triggered by the 'gay boom' that took place in the
1990s, which increased awareness of LGBT people. |n contrast to
the growth in tolerance, the number of Japanese people with LGET
people around them deviates very much from the global average.
Possible reasons for this include the possibility that 'Japanese
people have become accustomed to people who wear women's clothes
as representatives of LGBT people and are unable to recognize
LGBT people in their actual diverse forms', or because 'LGBT
people in their diverse forms do not want to be regarded as
people who wear women's clothes, which have become their LGET
representatives as the status quo, The possibility that "they
have not come out" is also mentioned. Hence, they are directly
| inked to the Japanese media, which could have influenced their
tolerance and perceptions.
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LWhat exactly is a

_ " folktale? Folktales are

short stories passed
down from generation
to generation, using
animal characters to
convey folk wisdom,
interpret human nature
and discuss correct
human behaviour, and
are an important part of
a country's folklore.
Like music, art, law and
cuisine, folktales are
very important
representations of a
country and its people.
Put another wau, just
as mirrors help us to
understand our outer
life, folktales help us to
understand what our
inner life is like. Folktales
are almost like the long-
term memory of human
society. Human societies
cannot function without
them. UWhie much of
‘official' human culture is
documented through
history and high art,
folktales carry across
time and space the
unofficial stories and
knowledge that we
Engage with in our daily
ives, even if we don't
realise it ourselves.
Many folktales have
existed over time. For
thousands and
thousands of years,
mothershave told
folktales to put their
children to bed, to make
them behave and to
entertain them when
they were bored,
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But what determines which stories are passed on
and which are forgotten forever in the passage
of time? Stories with significant meaning are
passed on to the next generation and eventual lv
become folk tales. The story may be strongly
connected to the culture of the people who tell
it, it may describe the heart of the community,
or it may contain important lessons on how to
be a good person. Whatever the reason, many
people throughout the long history of the story
have attached great importance to this folktale
and have passed it on. How wonderful it is!
Today we are going to tell you two folktales
that evervone in Britain knows. And | hope vou
all learn something new about Britain today.
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The folktale | would like to introduce to vou is King Arthur. King
drthur is a legendary English king who appears in medieval folktales as
the leader of the Knights of the Round Table. |t is not certain how
this folktale originated and whether the figure of King Arthur is based
on a historical figure. The legend may have originated in Wales or
horthern Britain. King Arthur has been the subject of many folktales,
and it is still debated to this day whether he really existed. The most
famous of these many folktales is 'King Arthur and the Sword in the
Stone', which goes as fol lows

Ohce upon a time, Uther Pendragon ruled Britain. He was a fair and kind
king and his people were happy. But he had no sons or daughters, and no
ohe to be king. To make matters worse, he had fallen in love with
lgraine, the duke's wife! |n despair, he asked Merlin, the roval
wizard, for help. However, the condition was that any child born to
them would be entrusted to Merlin. The king agreed to this, and Merlin
helped him disguise himself as a duke and take lgraine away. The king
was so enchanted by lgraine that he took her back to his castle and
made her his wife. Nine months later, however, she gave birth to a boy.
The roval couple named the child Arthur. However, the king promised to
hand over any child born to lgraine to Merlin. Uther was forced to give
his only son to Merlin.

Mer|in took Arthur secretly and brought him up in the castle of Ector,
a loval ally of the king. There, the yvoung prince was raised as Ector's
son, and no one, not even Ector himself, knew his true idd&entity.
However, Ector also had a son named Kay. And because young Arthur was
thought to be the son of an unmarried man and woman, Kay and her
friends bullied him. The poor boy grew up ashamed of his birth and
never knew his roval bloodline. & few months after giving up his only
son, Uther Pendragon fell ill and died. With no heir to the kingdom,
the country fell into despair. Rival dukes fought over who was best
suited to rule Britain.

In the meantime, the nobles turned to Merlin for a solution. After
confirming that King Arthur was safe, Merlin erected a large stone at
Westminster in the London region. On the stone was a sword. On the
sword was inscribed:

'"He who draws this sword from this stone is the rightful %inﬁ born in
a ritain'.

Merlin explained that the sword was magical and that only those fit to
rule Britain could pul | the sword from the stone. Nobles gathered from
far and wide to try to pull the sword from the stone, but even the
strongzest of men could not pull it out. Soon the sword was forgotten
and Britain was even worse off.

After Arthur had grown up a bit, Merlin introduced himself to him.
Merlin and Arthur met after Arthur had finished his work for Ector and
the two became close friends. Merlin taught Arthur many things and
always taught him that knowledge is greater than power. Although Arthur
was a small, skinny boy who could not even |ift a sword, Merlin saw in
arthur the potential to become a Jjust ruler who could unite and save a
deteriorating Britain. And through education and experience, Merlin
helped young Arthur to realise his full potential. By ruling with
lustice and compassion, Arthur became the greatest kingdom that ever

was}/
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Do you know where Halloween originates from?

Many of you may be tl‘unmngI ‘Americal”. However, Halloween is actually a Celfic festival with
Its origing in Ireland, dating Dack over ©,000 years. In Irish language, We callft “Diche
Shlafghnta IjIn this arﬂcle will talk about how Halloween originated in Ireland and how it is
celebrate
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I am sure you all know that Halloween is celebrated on October 31st. However, have You ever
thought about why it is celebrated on this day’y

October 315t marked the end of the Celtic year and the beginning of the new year. Today, it can
be fikened to New Year’s Eve .

Samhain [or November) Sklmnuhzed the onset of winter and the conclusion of the harvest seasan.
The Celts held the belief that as the dagnght hours grew shorter and the dark hours grew longer,
the boundary between the living and the dead started to blur,
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It is said that on Halloween night, the transition between the
otherwaorld and our waorld became possible allowing the spirits of the
deceased to return to the world of the living.

The Celts dreaded this night because it was believed that these
spirits would cause chaos, damaging crops and bringing trouble to
anyone unfortunate enough to encounter them.

AOZ+2OR, DORECOEEDITEZHSTHRICED EEDNRT
WET . ShICED, G<T2HFORLOHDOHTFIC —=
BNOIIICH2TLEVNET .

T ARCORESThEL L. TEES, ChoOEDS
EEfS LTLE, B8l TLE 2T F:TEC
HEAZBHESTBLOTHLHEELONTWENDTT,

MNow that we understand a little bit about Halloween's
origins. Let s look at the customs and the Wag we
celebrate Halloween todayl These also hold Historical and
cultural significance for the Irish people.
v/l The practice of dressing up on Halloween is also over

/' ©,B00 years old. Oressing-up on Halloween was believed
to served two purposes. First, it was believed that
dressing up as a ghost or otherworldly being would
confuse and deter real spirits and second, it was believed
that this would provide protection for the wearer.
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and costumes from the 1920s, nFT, FTT—OHIF, WBCRABROTELEBHED
beautifully preserved in an IFish MUSEUM. 1 3iEpRAeFsoo7. E0ESEix=t. L O
As You can see, they are much scarier 3o &cEd &ELSATVELE. ELTZDER.
than the Costumes we wear today, RiEICkD, BHOFENDEIELONTVELE.
which symbolizes how genuinely fearful Ct et
Irish people were of L'IEII'I%I abducted by

the living dead during that time.
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The tradition of carving pumpkins in particular is not
necessarily Irish. It is actually American.

However, the Americans were influenced by the Irish. The
practice of carving lanterns for Halloween originally came
from Ireland, where turnips or potatoes were

traditionally used. These vegetables were hollowed out
and carved with scary faces as a \Wway to ward off evil
spirits and to protect their homes during the Celtic
festival of Samhain.

The tradition of carving lanterns was brought to North
America IJ% Irish immigrants in the 19th century. In the
United states, tneu found that pumpking Were more

readiy available and easier to carve than turnips or
potatoes. Pumpking soon became the preferred choice for
creating jack-o-lanterns due to their size and ease of
carving.
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The Macnas Halloween Parade is renowned for its extravagant and imaginative costumes, musicld
large-scale puppets parading through the streets of Galway. [t's Jjust one of the many Halloween
festivals we have in lreland. | hope this glimpse is enough to entice our readers to visit |reland
and experience these festivities for themselves one day!
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Name? d$2BE17

Hometown? £ EFNEFSL?

Describe your town in 5 words?
o DMEBEETHIESRAAL TLIEE
Lhe

Favourite thing about your town?
b IA TR S W i T

What is vour favorite thing about HE[I'IBH'IHT':'U;- JERMNDET
The rent! It's so much cheaper = | ﬁmﬁﬁﬂ.ﬂ[_ttmt_
compared to my hometown. By, 3 o&BNTT L,

How many prefectures have vou visited in Japan so far and where was
vour favourite?

CHNETICUEREFRICT 2O ? 1FHSZE 5T

® ks of now around 30! But | hope to SN ANRCSL I TEH, HEZ

visit all prefectures during my LERICEBRORESThEVLNEE ST

ks time here. WET .

|t's hard to choose just one but —DERIOFHLVTTH, L
| had to Aomori was my favorite CEAIE, RIEEOBDIOT, &F

ecause of the Nebuta Matsuri. FO—EEEEEBLNET, 99



Imtaruicaw with am ALT

What brought vou to Japan? Yhy did vou decide to come on
the JET Programme?

around when COMID started | was doing a job | didn't really
like too much. | started to procrastinate and think about
things | would |ike to do. | wanted to travel more and saw some
amazing travel videos about Japan (especially the shimanami
kaido). | decided | wanted to learn Japanese, live in Japan for
a while and do the ghimanami kaido. So | quit my Jjob and did
Jjust that! -

What is vour favourite —EFER ST HFEE
Japanese word and why? DEFEL?

NEBT /' chmsoniIcEECRED?

How has vour time been in Hamamatsu so far? What have been some of the
chal lenges that vou have faced, and
how did vou overcome them?

1 { ' . ' 1 ‘
| 've had an amazing time. People have beenh so kind and welcoming. |t's
not too big or not too small. | can get most places by bhike. |t's beem

a very cozv place to live and | like it a lot. The bigzest cha¥lenzes

have been bank related. I|t's very difficult to get a debit card and

making international transfers. The digital |ine pay card was a game
changer. Bit boring but the truth. "
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Final Words? HBi&l-—E

Hamamatsu has been a really cool CERTES Cd & T L | VET
place to live. |'m glad | came. T, ETBEHY S ESBNET .
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